Knowle West Residents Planning Group (KWRPG) 
Main points arising from our meeting on March 30th 2010
Present: 
Residents: Alister Palmer (Chair), Ken Jones, Ted Bowden, Iris Eiting, Rachel Hobbs, David Coyne

Also Present: David Farnsworth (Neighbourhood Planning Network), Bob Franks (Northern Slopes Initiative), Vicky Morris (Knowle West Health Park), Kurt James (Neighbourhood Manager), Sue Webber (Planning Aid), Mike Primarolo (Neighbourhood Partnership)
1. Kingswear & Torpoint (K&T) Development
The KWRPG has expressed disappointment in the outcome of the K&T consultative process. Residents made appeals to Bristol City Cabinet on March 25th. The group’s focus was to find a way forward in re-negotiating community involvement.
Although only a small part of the overall regeneration area, the group felt that the way the community’s involvement in the planning process was dealt with here was setting the tone for involvement in the wider Knowle West Regeneration Framework. 

Of particular concern in the K&T development is the seeming lack of protection of the Northern Slopes and potential large-scale development affecting the ecology of the slopes as well as the potential sidelining of the community’s wishes to keep the front (red brick) parts of the existing college buildings as a landmark.  

The group agreed a set of actions to try and renegotiate community involvement in the process, as set out in the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) of Bristol City Council.

2. KWRPG presentation to the Knowle West Project Board.
The KW Project Board is a set of decision makers chaired by BCC. Members of the board are the councillors of Filwood, Windmill Hill and Knowle wards, representatives of the Homes & Communities Agency (HCA) and the Regional Development Agency (RDA) as well as officers of a number of BCC departments. The KW Project board also allows 2 people from the KWRPG to be present for some of the issues discussed by the board. The KW Project Board is paying the consultant company Urban Initiatives (UI) to develop a framework for the regeneration of KW.
Last week, on March 24th the KWRPG (after a long time of preparing!) made a presentation to the KW Project Board and Urban Initiatives in order that communication between the community and the Project Board can improve.

Please have a look at the presentation made – it’s also part of the KW website. 

In the discussion following the presentation, the Project Board members present made it clear that they thought that the ideas presented by the KWRPG were good and that overall there was little ground for disagreement. 

The KWRPG asked at the end of the meeting that Urban Initiatives be instructed to work as closely as possible with the KWRPG on plans to be presented by the consultants in June 2010. So far no response has been received by the Chair of the Planning Group creating a feeling of uncertainty. 

However, as the ideas put forward by the group were received well, the KWRPG wants to now ask the wider community for their thoughts & input.

3. Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
BCC is about to submit a proposal for a BRT route in Bristol, part of which may run through South Bristol. The council was asked in the BCC cabinet meeting last week to consider the Creswick road / East Street options as equal possibilities to Hartcliffe Way and Malago Road, rather than presenting the Creswick Road / East Street options the preferred route. This has been agreed by BCC Cabinet and the proposal will be changed to reflect that. This will allow for more appropriate consultation in the community in the future and leaves the scheme with more flexibility.
Residents are welcome to join us for our meetings, and we would really like to see some new faces. Meetings generally take place on a Tuesday, either in the afternoon or in the evening and are normally at The Park @ Daventry Road (the old Merrywood School).
We are taking a break over Easter, so our next meetings are as follows:

April 13th  1-3pm

April 20th 6 -8pm

April 27th 1-3pm
