
 
What is Playing Out? 
 
It’s a simple idea to let children play safely in the street by closing the road 
to traffic for a short period. The emphasis is on giving children a chance to 
play freely, make friends and have fun whilst neighbours of all ages have a 
chance to meet and get to know each other.  
 
To organise a Playing Out session residents can apply for permission from 

Bristol City Council to close their road to traffic for a few hours. During that time the street space is 
available to play and spend time in and children can choose their own games to play and things to 
do. Residents take turns as volunteer stewards to divert any traffic and ensure children stay within 
the closed part of the street. Parents are present to keep an eye on their children and remain 
responsible for them in the usual way but are also able to have a cup of tea and a chat with other 
neighbours.  
 
Why is it needed? 
 
Children of all ages need regular active play and exercise to stay healthy and happy but it is 
difficult for them to get enough in their daily lives. And it’s not always easy for them to get to parks 
and playgrounds independently. Residential streets are ‘playable’ spaces on children’s doorsteps 
and Playing Out gives an opportunity for streets to be shared and for neighbours to build trust and 
a sense of community together. 
 
 How do I do it in my street? 

 
• First talk to your neighbours and tell them about the Playing Out idea and the benefits it 

could bring to your street. Then build as much support as you can by chatting and leafleting 
to gather people’s views.  If you can find a time and place to have an informal residents’ 
meeting it gives a chance to people to find out more and ask questions. 
 

• Once you have plenty of support in your street you can apply to Bristol City Council for 
permission to close your road – you also need to formally consult everyone on the street 
and give them a chance to raise any concerns. 

 
• When you have been given the go-ahead tell all your neighbours and remind them of the 

date and time. Make sure you have enough people to volunteer as stewards for the session 
and explain their role. 

 
• Finally, come out to play! Enjoy being in your street alive with the sound of children play 

and neighbours chatting.  You’ve started something great and we’d love to hear how you’ve 
got on. 

 
Where can I get help? 
 
We have lots of advice and materials you can use for free and our website is a good starting point 
http://playingout.net/. You can also pop into our shop at 148 North Street, Bedminster, for a chat or 
to pick up resources – we are usually here 9-5, Monday-Wednesday. 
 
We can come to your residents’ meeting to help you answer questions and concerns and give you 
support along the way.  To get in touch email us at hello@playingout.net or give us a ring on 0117 
953 7167. 
 
To apply for permission to close your road you need to fill in a form from Bristol City Council which 
you can download from their website: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/transport-and-streets/road-
closures-events-and-street-parties 


