
 

 

 

 

 

Former Marksbury Road College site 

Overview of Masterplan Proposals 

 

The Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) acquired the 2.5 ha college site in 2008 to 

provide the necessary investment to enable the City of Bristol College, which previously 

occupied the site, to construct and re-locate to a state-of-the-art new College Campus on 

Hengrove Park. This has been achieved and the agency is now keen to redevelop the site to 

further local regeneration in Knowle West.  

  

The site occupies a strategically important position to the north of Knowle West, with the 

potential to create a new positive gateway for wider regeneration of the area. 

  

The principal aims for a comprehensive redevelopment are: 

  

• to create a high quality, well connected, sustainable, mixed use and tenure 

redevelopment; 

• improve the supply and choice of housing in the area; 

• provide new employment / community facilities; and 

• improve accessibility to and the quality of public open space. 

  

The delivery partners (the Homes and Communities Agency and Bristol City Council) are 

working up development proposals, which will provide the basis of an outline planning 

application, for submission in December 2012. 

 

 Community Facilities - Education 

The masterplan provides a plot area for a new primary school which will include part 

conversion of the existing college building.  The plot also includes a Multi Use Games Area 

which would be open for wider community use outside of school hours. 

  

An additional plot to the rear of the school has been identified as suitable to accommodate 

a nursery should this opportunity arise in the future.  If this use is not delivered this part of the 

site will be developed for residential use. 

  

Community Facilities - Health centre 

NHS Bristol has identified a need for a new primary health care facility.  This is being explored, 

and although delivery is currently uncertain, the outline planning application will incorporate 

flexible space which could potentially accommodate this use. The application site is within 

the boundary of the catchment area for the GP practices (currently located at St John’s 

Lane, Bedminster). 

  

The principle of this development block (regardless of land use) is to create a positive new 

‘gateway’ to the wider site. 

  

Retail 

The provision of local convenience retail is being considered. This proposal has also been 

supported by the PCT to improve viability for the pharmacy unit. 

  

Residential 

The masterplan accommodates 15 self-build plots. The provision of self-build plots within the 

site will influence the density of private residential which can be achieved across the site. 

  

Depending on the final mix of uses across the site, the total number of residential units is 

currently estimated to be in the range of 50-70 units. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Employment 

The masterplan has identified the potential to provide 900 sq m of employment floorspace 

within the former engineering building, as it is modern and in good condition. The building 

could also be subdivided relatively efficiently.  

  

We must also consider the potential impact of employment uses on adjoining residential 

areas, particularly if used for light / general industry. The option of live/work units alongside this 

provision has been dismissed in response to commercial advice. 

  

Access and Connectivity 

The masterplan defines an agreed new access point from Marksbury Road, positioned to 

facilitate development of a new school and a mixed use frontage block. The access and 

public realm improvements connect to the Wedmore Vale green to establish potential for an 

attractive ‘new gateway’ space. 

  

The access is aligned to enable views through from Marksbury Road to new residential 

development overlooking green slopes to the rear. 

  

Public Realm 

The masterplan presents the potential for enhancements to Marksbury Road to 

accommodate new tree planting, wider pavement space in front of the school and some 

formal on‐street parking. Potential for a new public space at the new junction has also been 

defined. 

   

Community Feedback 

A presentation to stakeholder and resident groups was made on Tuesday 22 November. A 

public exhibition was held on Wednesday 21 November, to display the masterplan proposals. 

Feedback forms were available for residents and stakeholders to provide their comments to 

the design team and HCA. 

 

The presentation and exhibition boards are available to download here 

http://www.knowlewest.co.uk/proposed-redevelopment-marksbury-rd-former-college-site/  

 

The feedback form is also available on this website and we welcome your comments. We 

have extended the deadline for sending us your feedback forms until Wednesday 12 

December. 

  

Next Steps 

The outline planning application is due to be submitted to Bristol City Council in December 

2012. 

  

Further Opportunities to Comment 

Once the planning application has been registered there will be an opportunity for the public 

to comment directly to the Local Planning Authority during the statutory 21 day consultation 

period, and again when the applications are considered by the Development Control 

Planning Committee where there will be an opportunity for local residents to speak. 

 


